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Hong Kong Athletes are preparing for the third Asia and South
pacific Boccia Championships, which is a test event of the 
London Paralympics. There will be 12 teams and over 80 
athletes from the Asia-Pacific region joining the competition. 

The organizer of the event, the Hong Kong Paralympic 
Committee and Sports Association(HKPC&SAPD) for the Physically Disabled, held a press 
conference at the Hyatt Regency Hong Kong. They gave out cups as souvenirs, symbolizing the 
hope for winning.

Cannie Leung, Head of Technical Control of the CPISRA Boccia Committee, told the media that 
Korea, Japan and Thailand were the main competitors to Hong Kong, but she believed Hong 
Kong team could get good results as Hong Kong was quite strong in boccia. Kwok Hoi Ying and 
Leung Yuk Wing, who won the gold medal (Class BC2 Single) and the silver medal (Class BC4 
Single) of the Beijing Paralympic respectively, thought they should also keep an eye on Chinese 
athletes. Leung reminded that the new-comers in China were improving quickly.  Yueng Hiu Lam, 
the “up-and-coming star” in the team leader’s eye, said that she had been practicing in order to 
fight for the qualification to participate in the competition. She saw Kwok as her target. For Kwok, 
she had been discussing the situation with her father-and-coach Kwok Hak Wing. When Kwok 
was asked whether she was afraid that Yueng might overtake her, she smiled, “It’s good to have 
one more participant.”

The chairperson of the HKPC&SAPD, Jenny Fung, thanked the HKSAR government and other 
parties for support, and The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust for Principal Contributor. The 
Jockey Club’s Executive Director, Charities, William Y Yiu, said that in order to encourage the 
development of young athletes, the Jockey Club would award two “the Hong Kong Jockey Club 
Outstanding New-comer Awards”, one to local athlete and one to overseas athlete. 

The third Asia and South Pacific Boccia Championships 2009 will be held on 14-22 August at the 
Kowloon Park Sports Centre. It is an intra-continent regional competition and also a recognized 
test event for the Paralympics. This is the second time for Hong Kong to organize the event (the 
first time was in 2001).


